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The current edition comprises six works by artists approaching their subjects in an
experimental, performative, and essayist way. Their works elude a distinctive
conceptual classification: Parasitically, they use new technological developments and
comments from social media to mantle and contextualise them again; they explore the
artificiality of digital, floral, and animal bodies; they outline the spiritual reworking of an
ecologic disaster and question conventional gender attribution. What unites these
artists is their willingness to investigate borderlands — they embark on a search for new
forms, an autonomous visual world, or alternative narrative structures. Their works
playfully meander on an alleged threshold between the disciplines —an approach
which, in quite many academic institutions, is taught in strict separation. And yet, an
open exchange of knowledge between the institutions could stimulate valuable ideas.
Art academies would benefit from a stronger integration of acting, dramaturgy and
technical implementation. This would allow the film schools to heighten the profile of
their students’ own voice and stance — aside from project-related classes — and extend
the curriculum with media philosophy, artistic research or installation. A way of thinking
thatis less defined would also be preferable from the film funding point of view. Short
films might then be acknowledged as an autonomous form and not be discredited as a
“stepping stone” or “business card” for up-and-coming talent and thus indirectly
legitimise the production conditions. Here, the compiled works are a fascinating call to
action for all the cultural players to push the amalgamation of disciplines in order to
secure a variety of artistic forms of expression.

“Avant-garde is not a genre but an attitude — continuously questioning filmic language” -
Hollis Frampton

* Florian Fischer works artistically with the media film and photography. His works have been honored
with the German Short Film Award, the Golden Bear in the category Best Short Film and the Aenne
Biermann Prize for Contemporary German Photography. He is a member of the jury of the German Short
Film Award and the Kurzfilm Festival Hamburg selection commission. His film UMBRA was featured in the
4™ edition of “Emerging Artists”.



